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West Allis, WI - August 11, 2010 --- Carol Miller,
owner of Bailey’s Honor Auction Service of
Oconomowoc, WI, won the 2010 Auctioneer
Champion title on Wednesday, August 11, at the
Wisconsin State Fair. Miller is the first woman auc-
tioneer to ever win the title.

Auctioneers are judged on answers to interview
questions, stage presence, appearance, auction
chant and engagement of the bidder. There were 18
competitors in the contest from Wisconsin and
Minnesota. Competitors must be licensed
Wisconsin auctioneers and members of the
Wisconsin Auctioneers Association to be eligible to
enter the contest.

“I’m so proud and humbled to be named the champi-
on auctioneer, said Miller. It’s a great honor for me to be the first woman to hold the
title.” Bailey’s Honor is named for Emma Bailey, the first ever woman auctioneer.

Bailey's Honor specializes in the sale by auction of antiques, collectibles, real estate
and estates. Founded in 1993, Bailey's Honor is a full service auction company
known for a service oriented philosophy, use of technology in the auction industry,
and commitment to providing customers a fair and honest auction experience.

“I look forward to being an ambassador for the Wisconsin Auctioneers Association
and the auction method of marketing in the coming year,” said Miller.

Miller currently serves as the vice president of the
Wisconsin Auctioneers Association. She and her hus-
band, Todd Miller, live in Oconomowoc and have two
daughters, Allison and Lynzie, both students at the
University of Wisconsin.

Miller would like to thank her sponsor for the contest,
Auction Action Antique News, headquartered in
Shawano, WI. Miller is available for interviews and
personal appearances.

Miller Is First Woman To Win
Wisconsin Auctioneer Championship

Auctioneer Carol Miller
accepts the 2010

Championship Trophy

Auctioneer Randy Stockwell from
Dorchester, Wisconsin placed 2nd, and 

auctioneer Carol Wagenson from 
New Lisbon, Wisconsin  came in  3rd.

American Cut Glass Association
The American Cut Glass Association is devoted to the study and research of
American Brilliant Cut Glass. The Brilliant Period lasted from approximately 1876
to around 1914. The Association offers a number of member benefits including a
newsletter published 10 times a year, an annual convention, regional chapters, and
Brilliant Weekends - special events held by ACGA chapters.

The ACGA's website homepage consists of some cut glass illustrations, a welcom-
ing statement, bulletin board and navigation menu. This menu, serving as a site
map, does an excellent job of directing first time visitors to the various sections on
the website.

Divided into five columns, there is a column of features on the American Cut Glass
Association, itself, including their history, organization, code of ethics, endowment
fund and gifts & Acquisitions fund. another column offers segments on member
benefits while a third column features information and photos of examples of
Brilliant Cut Glass. The fourth and fifth column comprise information on the ACGA
Store and contact information.

This is a very functional club website and serves the ACGA well.

(from ACC News Service, Association of Collecting Clubs. Collectors.org)

Waterford Crystal

The name Waterford is synonymous with fine crystal. In fact, in a survey it was
found that Waterford emerged as number one among the top world class brand
names, beating out such notables as Rolls Royce, Kodak and Heinz.

In 1783 the Waterford crystal factory was opened by the brothers, George and
William Penrose, both talented glass artists, who operated the business successful-
ly until they sold the company to the Gatchell family in 1799.

Under both families the Waterford factory produce high quality flint glass, also
called rock crystal with decorative cutting. In the next 50 years, Waterford gained
an international reputation with the improvement of the clarity and brightness if the
crystal and the artistry of the cuts.

Irish historians know that the Great Famine devastated Ireland after three straight
potato crops failed in 1845, ’46 and ‘47. The famine killed a million and a half peo-
ple and forced another million to leave the country. Unable to brook those difficult
times, Waterford closed its doors in 1851 and would remain closed for nearly a cen-
tury.

In 1947 Charles Bacik and Bernard Fitzpatrick opened a new Waterford near
where the old factory had stood. Shortly thereafter, they sold the company to the
McGrath family who sunk a substantial investment into firm and expanded the
export market, especially in the United States.

Waterford is not a splashy crystal. Its cuts are not sharp, deep and complicated,
like American Brilliant. Nor, being flint glass, is it as heavy as lead crystal.
Waterford is a light airy crystal, with a quiet elegance, a stately grace.

Prices for Waterford wine glasses and goblets are usually about $50-75. Brandy
glassy are around $80, champagne flutes and Irish coffee, glasses are over $100
each. Vases range from the tiny $35 posy vase to over $550. Decanters range from
$150 to $300.

Waterford pieces from the post-World War II re-opening of the factory are begin-
ning to show up in antique shops now in significant numbers. With the luck of the
Irish, you’ll find some bargains.

Mary Dessoie covers a variety of topics in the field of antiques and collectibles.
She founded the Butter Pat Patter Association for collectors of butter pats. Butter
pats are miniature plates that were introduced during the mid-1800's for individual
servings of butter. A subscription to The Patter newsletter costs $22 and includes a
mint-condition Royal Doulton butter pat. In addition, subscribers will receive ten
issues of The Patter. Sample copies of The Patter are available by sending $4.00 and
a LSSAE (61 cents) to Mary Dessoie, 265 Eagle Bend Drive, Bigfork, MT 59911-
6235. For those persons who would like to start their subscriptions immediately and
receive their Royal Doulton pat by return mail, please send your check or money
order, in the amount of $22, payable to Mary Dessoie.

Buttons, Buttons - Who’s Got The Button?
By Shelby Weister, Four Seasons Antique Mall

There are big buttons, little buttons and buttons of every shape, size and color you
can imagine. Some were carved and made of pearl, bone ivory, leather or wood.

Do you have a button jar or a trunk full of buttons? I do. Why do we save but-
tons? Maybe it’s because they are pretty and colorful. And you never know when
you might need that certain button.

I have been collecting buttons for years. When I was a child, we pretended the
buttons were money for our toy cash register. My grandchildren played with these
buttons, too.

Some buttons are made of brass or sterling silver. Military uniforms have very
ornamental buttons, which are highly collectible. Crafters use old buttons to make
jewelry, trim purses and decorate clothing. there are button pins, bracelets and neck-
laces. Filling an old kerosene lamp with buttons is very colorful.

Old fur coats have beautiful large buttons. Some vintage clothing has painted or
enameled or sparkling stone buttons. Buttons have been used throughout the cen-
turies.

If you don’t have a collection started, it’s not too late to find a jar or box and begin
to fill it with favorites. Happy collecting!


